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would soon recant his errors. The consensus of Russian opinion being what it was, David F. Francis, United States ambassador to Petro-grad, should not be judged too harshly for cabling to Washington on April 21, N.S.: "Extreme socialist or anarchist named Lenin making violent speeches and thereby strengthening government; designedly giving him leeway and will deport opportunely." 10
Lenin seldom, if ever, doubted the correctness of his judgement, and he was not disturbed by the inimical reception given to his revelation. In the night of April 3 he was driven, atop an armored car, from the Finland Station to the palace of Madame Kshesinsky, the well known ballerina whose residence was seized by mutinous soldiers during the revolution and became the headquarters of the Bolshevik Party. From the balcony of the boudoir where the dancer had only recently entertained the flower of the Petrograd jeunesse doree, Lenin tirelessly harangued a seemingly endless stream of men and women eager to listen to his revolutionary gospel. The niceties of the Marxian analysis underlying the April Theses were beyond the grasp of the masses, but the simple and clear-cut conclusions drawn from them by Lenin could not be more accessible. If the assumption on which rested his theoretical structure—the imminence and inevitability of socialist revolution in the western countries—was unsound and unwarranted, the slogans he coined reflected accurately the innermost aspirations of a war-tired and land-hungry nation. "End of the war" and "All land to the peasants/' immediately and without waiting for the Constituent Assembly, were exactly what the peasant soldiers were thinking about. The two slogans constituted an irresistible program to which, moreover, there was no practical alternative. The success of Lenin's propaganda was instant, unmistakable, and overwhelming. Its revolutionary potentialities could not be ignored, and they triumphed over the doctrinaire scruples of all but the most inveterate pundits of Marxism in the Bolshevik fold. The Bolsheviks traditionally belonged to the left wing of the revolutionary movement, and Lenin's radicalism, how-
10 "Francis was a charming old gentleman with no appreciation of what was going on in Russia and without any other particular qualification for his difficult post." Philip C. Jessup, Elihu Root (New Yorlc, 1938), II, 354. In this instance, however, Francis might have obtained his information from a seemingly unimpeachable source. On April 30, N.S., Miliukov told the British ambassador that "the troops were ready to arrest" Lenin and "the Government were but waiting for the psychological moment. ..." Buchanan, My Mission to Russia, and Other Diplomatic Memories, II, 119.

